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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

(Continued on Page 7)

Muhammad 
Ali, Dorothy 
Dandridge, and 

Aretha Franklin recently 
paid a special visit to 
the Board of Education 
meeting through the 
talents of 30 eighth-
grade students from 
KRMS.

The students, 
representing the R, A, 
and N Teams provided 
a special program in honor of Black History Month, where they 
performed individual skits and monologues about prominent 

African Americans 
they selected. 
The students also 
shared information 
on the historical 
significance 
of Lincoln’s 
Emancipation 
Proclamation, as 
well as the horror of 
living life as a slave 
in America, among 
much more.

Congratulations not 
only to our students 
for their thoughtful 

and enthusiastic performances, 
but to their teachers who 
provided the guidance for 
the program: Takiyah Dumas, 
Maddie Marlin, Dana Ott, Rory 
Watkins, Mike Sandberg, Tara 
Reinerth, Nicole Lauria, Brooke 
Helmandollar, Tom Yourison, Jr., 
and Ben Hedenberg.

PROGRAM SHOWCASE:  
AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE 

The dark days and frigid temperatures of winter are almost behind 
us, and we are excited to welcome spring.

DON’T MISS “THE SOUND OF MUSIC”
A great way to herald the new season is with the high school 
production of the “The Sound of Music”. Please join us at the Eitel 
Theater on March 8, 9, and 10, to hear such iconic songs as “My 
Favorite Things”, “Do-Re-Mi”, and of course, “The Sound of Music.” 

In addition to an incredibly talented and dedicated cast of 54 
performers in beautiful costumes and with fantastic sets, there 
also will be a full orchestra. Our Musical Director Jon Dalton said 
the students in the show have been “truly remarkable.” He also 
noted, “They have taken each of the characters to heart and have 
succeeded in getting to the essence of this heartwarming story of 
character, perseverance.” You don’t want to miss this show!

A BUSY WINTER
You will see in this issue of Inside Kingsway that our cast of the 
“Sound of Music” is not the only ones who have been busy. 

Kingsway showcased Black History Month in February with a 
number of programs, including a very special presentation from 
eighth-grade students from the R, A, and N Teams. These students 
performed skits and monologues highlighting prominent African 
Americans at the recent Board of Education meeting. Check out the 
story on this page to read more and see photos. Congratulations 
to our students for their diligence, enthusiasm and fabulous 
performances.

Our Structured, Transitional Education Program (STEP) has 
launched the Linking Dragons program (see page 2) in conjunction 
with our National Honor Society to provide peer-to-peer support 
for students with autism spectrum disorder, and/or other learning 
differences. This pilot program has huge potential for all of the 
students involved. 

FACULTY STAFF AND STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
This newsletter not only highlights programs and activities, but our 
students, faculty and staff as well. Don’t miss our Middle and High 
School Spotlight Students and Seniors of the Month for the first 
half of the school year, they truly are standouts! 

We also are highlighting our Educators of the Year: Mrs. Jen Stark 
at the high school, and Mrs. Evelyn Torres from our middle school. 
Kingsway Regional High School graduate, paraprofessional, and 
coach, Mr. Mel Carter, is our Educational Support Professional of the 
Year. 



positive peer relationship. Dragons in STEP (Structured, Transitional 
Education Program) have the opportunity to develop social 
skills alongside their typical peers in an inclusive, natural school 
environment.

An impressive number of students (60 total) showed an interest in 
participating in this year’s pilot of the program, and the December 
19th Launch Party, which was held in Eitel theater throughout the 
SMART lunch period, was a fun, low-pressure event that brought 
these students together for the first time. Colorful balloons and 
upbeat music set the scene. STEP students provided catering 
services and helped set up the party as part of their Independent 
Living course. As the party got rolling, students visited various 
stations, where they could play team building games, toss bean 
bags, compete in Pictionary, among 
other games and activities. Cheers 
and smiles were plentiful! 

The Linking Dragons team is now 
working hard to match students in 
one-to-one friendships based on 
their interests and personalities from 
applications that they submitted. 
Once matching is complete, pairs 
will communicate with each other 
via email and meet during SMART 
lunch to socialize, play games and/or 
attend clubs and activities together. 
They just may foster a forever 
friendship! 

LAUNCH OF PEER-TO-PEER SUPPORT PROGRAM “LINKING DRAGONS” 

At Kingsway, we believe that all Dragons, 
regardless of their learning differences, 
deserve the experience of fostering 

positive peer relationships in naturally 
occurring school environments. 

This peer-to-peer support program was collaboratively developed 
by STEP teachers Alaeida DeColli (Department Chair), Jason Finlaw 
and Kristi Gimpel, and Social Worker Maria DiGiovanni, along with 
Instructional Supervisor Katie Fransko, Child Study Team Director 
Dr. Shanna Hoffman, and National Honor Society advisors Kathy 
Miles and David Laverty. Linking Dragons pairs a Dragon with 
learning differences with a National Honor Society Dragon for a 
mutually-beneficial opportunity for students to form positive peer 
relationships.

Peer-to-peer support involves general education peers modeling 
typical academic and social behavior in school environments. Peers 
provide support for students with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), 
and/or other learning differences, to promote independence and 
socialization. Teaching peers to interact with and support their 
peers with learning differences by increasing social and learning 
opportunities within natural environments leads to new skills and a 
sense of belonging to the school community. 

Research suggests that peers who participate in peer support 
programs gain a number of skills, including: organization, 
responsibility, problem-solving, decision-making, and 
accountability (Carter, Cushing, & Kennedy, 2009). Through their 
participation, National Honor Society members earn service 
hours and gain the opportunity of fostering a unique and special 

BULLETIN BOARD

Kingsway Regional School District | 213 Kings Highway | Woolwich Twp., NJ 08085 | (856) 467-3300 | www.krsd.org
2

Many people know the 
story and have seen 
the movie or play – 

the young novice Maria takes 
a job as a governess for the 
motherless Von Trapp children 
while she decides to continue 
on to becoming a nun. The 
re-introduction of music to 
their lives, banned since the 
children’s mother passed away, 
creates a strong bond between 
the governess and the children, 
and eventually with their father, 
whom she marries. Together, 
the family must escape from 

the Nazis and leave their beloved Austria behind. Beginning March 
8 through the 10, you can see this wonderful story unfold at the 
Eitel Theater, through magnificent performances from 54 KRHS cast 
members in beautiful costumes with wonderful sets.

THE HILLS ARE ALIVE…THE SOUND OF MUSIC OPENS MARCH 8
The long hours of rehearsals and practices, as well as the addition 
of a full orchestra, will thrill audiences with such favorite songs as 
“My Favorite Things,” “Do-Re-Mi,” “Climb Ev’ry Mountain,” “Edelweiss” 
and, of course, “The Sound of Music.” 

Musical Director Jon Dalton is leading Kingsway’s 38th musical 
production. “The talent, dedication and will to succeed displayed 
by the cast and crew of this show has been truly remarkable,” 
said Dalton. There are a number of student leaders in this year’s 
production, including Kingsway stage veterans Senior Skylar Galati 
and Juniors Tim Reynolds, Gabrielle Allan and Marie Altmann. “They 
have taken each of the characters to heart and have succeeded in 
getting to the essence of this heartwarming story of character and 
perseverance,” explained Dalton.

“We have a great musical tradition at Kingsway,” said KRHS Principal 
Craig Stephenson. “Year after year, our musical showcases the 
vast talents of our student body. I am certain that the classic, ‘The 
Sound of Music’, will not be an exception. We are in for a real treat.”

Tickets are $10 each. The show is family-friendly and light 
refreshments will be available for purchase in the lobby. 



Kingsway Regional Middle School 
is proud to announce that Evelyn 
Torres is the 2017-18 Educator 

of the Year. Mrs. Torres is respected for 
her workman-like approach and warm 
heart. She quietly goes about each day 
simply helping others. Her before- and 
after-school tutoring programs are 
prime examples of just that. Students are 
welcomed into her class in the morning 
to receive that little extra assistance, and 
her peer tutoring program and tutoring 
center after school have been a great 
resource for her students as well.

Students beam when they talk about her class; parents are quick 
to send praise her way; and colleagues can’t say enough endearing 
things about her. Whether it is sharing a practical teaching tip or 
sitting down to provide another 
teacher with a strategy to assist 
with one of our ELL students, 
she is quick to assist, follow-up, 
and follow-through. Mrs. Torres 
consistently has acted as a bridge 
connecting KRMS to her ELL 
students and parents. Progress is 
always the end result. Once again, 
congratulations to Mrs. Evelyn 
Torres, Kingsway Middle School’s 
Educator of the Year.
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Congratulations to Mrs. Jen Stark, 
Kingsway Regional High School 
Educator of the Year 2017-18. Ms. 

Stark truly embodies what it means to be 
a Kingsway Dragon. 

Known for spending long hours preparing 
high quality lessons and making every 
effort to attend athletic events and 
school activities, Ms. Stark’s dedication 
to the students of Kingsway is evident 
to all. Since her arrival in 2005, Ms. Stark 
has taught all levels of biology with 
great success, and has endeared herself 

to students and colleagues alike. Ms. Stark’s many contributions 
include the creation of a joint partnership with Fox Chase Cancer 
Center in their Immersion Science program. Through this program, 
our students were given the opportunity to learn and perform real-
live oncology research and experience what it is to be a scientist. 
Additionally, Ms. Stark has long served as our advisor of the 
Environmental club. This past summer she represented Kingsway, 
along with Mrs. Schugar, at the 2017 South Jersey Chamber of 
Commerce’s Summer Institute for Educators, where she interacted 
with business leaders throughout the region in an effort to learn 
more about how she can prepare her students for success beyond 
Kingsway. We are very proud to call Ms. Stark a Dragon and our 
2017-18 Teacher of the Year!

EDUCATORS OF THE YEAR 2017-2018

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 2017-2018

Jennifer Stark

Our Educational Support Professional of the Year, Mr. 
Melvin Carter, epitomizes the phrase “Once a Dragon, 
Always a Dragon.” Mr. Carter was a star student athlete in 

his high school days here at Kingsway, and is a member of our 
Wall of Fame – deservedly so. For the past two-plus decades as a 
paraprofessional and a coach, Mr. Carter has dedicated countless 
hours providing instruction, support, and motivation to our 
student athletes and many other students who benefit from his 
kind, compassionate, and encouraging nature. In general, this 
Dragon is yet another indispensable member of the Kingsway 
team and family, whose love and commitment to Kingsway and our 
students is evident in all he does. Congratulations to Mr. Carter, our 
2017-18 Educational Support Professional of the Year! Melvin Carter

Evelyn Torres

CURRICULUM NEWS & NOTES
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Being a school bus driver can sometimes feel like Groundhog 
Day, but frequently involves a completely brand new 
experience! Patricia Bradbury has been a School Bus Driver 

with the Kingsway Regional School District for 4 ½ years. Her 
cheerful smile and dependability lends to Pat being a true team 
player! Pat is truly someone for the kids to look up to and maintains 
a great rapport with not only the students, but parents and other 
staff members alike. She consistently carries out her responsibilities 
with a professional and pleasant attitude. 

In addition to transporting Kingsway students, Pat is also assigned 
as a driver for the Swedesboro-Woolwich Elementary school district 
as part of our shared transportation service. When asked, the 
Elementary district raves about Pat stating that they know their 
students are in good hands with her and appreciate that she is 
quick to contact them with any questions or concerns that she may 
have to ensure the safety of their students. They have praised Pat’s 
attendance and commend her for the positive relationships she has 
developed with the students.

School bus drivers rise early every day 
and report to work in all kinds of weather, 
follow through with a pre-trip inspection to 
ensure their bus will operate safely, and are 
typically the very first face that a student 
may see in the morning. Pat always provides 
her students with a friendly greeting, 
typically receiving one in return. School 
bus drivers contend with other motorists, 
sometimes being cut off, being passed, or 
given an occasional gesture, but Pat always 
comes to work with a fresh new perspective 
each day. A talent that allows Patricia Bradbury to be a valued 
member of the Kingsway Regional transportation department and 
very worthy of recognition. Thank you and kudos to Pat!

JANUARY SPOTLIGHT STAFF: PATRICIA BRADBURY

In “The Art of Teaching Writing”, author Lucy 
Calkins said, “Writing allows us to turn the 
chaos into something beautiful, to frame 
selected moments, to uncover and celebrate 
the organizing pattern of our existence.” Ms. 
Fiorentino, our newest spotlight teacher, is a 
master at blending the world of writing and 
student life experiences. Every one of her 
lessons helps students continue to construct 
great ideas, but more important, through 
carefully designed lessons – helps students 
transform ideas into powerful pieces of 
writing. 

We know the power of her writers because of the many published 
pieces or contest winnings of multiple students. In asking Ms. 
Fiorentino about her success with students getting published or 
winning contests, she states, “It is wonderful to see in their eyes the 
sudden realization that their words do have the power to move, to 
inspire, to impress. They are pretty ecstatic when they receive those 
award checks, too! Suddenly, writing also becomes something real-
world practical for them: a career tool.” Writing becomes a vital tool 
for her students because her creative writing classes are planned 
and organized around all of the essentials of writing: making 

meaning on the page, tapping the energy for writing, living a 
writerly life, and engaging in the drafting and revising process. Her 
influence does not stop with her creative writing classes. Stepping 
into her Film Studies class is mesmerizing, and analyzing a film can 
provide a whole new understanding.

Watching Ms. Fiorentino in action, it is evident she loves teaching, 
and loves helping students build their love of learning. She 
demonstrates a dedication to learning not only in the classroom 
but also in her involvement in advising the school literary magazine 
and the Writer’s Bloc Club as well as running the Young Author’s 
Program. She finds the following most rewarding about teaching: 
“When I hear a student say, ‘I’ll never stop writing’ or ‘I loved that 
book we studied together, and I will read others,’ I know I have 
made some impact. I have helped to strengthen a student’s interest 
in learning.”

Kingsway is honored to have her as part of a team of educators who 
know that teaching is a powerful career that provides people the 
opportunity to be a supportive, positive influence. Every teacher 
has an area of genius, Ms. Fiorentino’s genius is what Calkins says 
about the best writing teachers: Ms. Fiorentino paves the way for 
students to see how writing can make sense of their world and 
celebrates the individuals that they are. This is why her students 
and colleagues love her, and this is why she is a spotlight teacher. 

JANUARY SPOTLIGHT TEACHER: LAURA FIORENTINO

Laura Fiorentino

Patricia Bradbury

CURRICULUM NEWS & NOTES
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NEW JERSEY HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
On August 3, 2016, the State Board of Education approved updated 
state regulations for the high school graduation assessments 
requirements in both English language arts (ELA) and mathematics 
for the Classes of 2016 through 2021, and beyond. These new state 
regulations (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1) became effective on September 6, 
2016.

The Classes of 2018 and 2019: Students graduating as members 
of the Classes of 2018 and 2019 can meet graduation assessment 
requirements through any of these three pathways: 

1.  Achieving passing scores on high-level PARCC assessments; 

2.  Achieving certain scores on alternative assessments such as the 
SAT, ACT, or Accuplacer; or

3.  The submission by the district of a student portfolio through 
the Department’s portfolio appeals process. (Special Education 
students whose Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) specify an 
alternative way to demonstrate proficiencies will continue to 
follow the graduation requirements set forth in their IEPs.) 

The Class of 2020: Students in the Class of 2020 can demonstrate 
graduation assessment proficiency through the same three 
pathways as those in the Classes of 2017 through 2019, provided 
that students in the Class of 2020 take all PARCC assessments 
associated with the high-school level courses for which they were 
eligible and receive valid scores. 

The Class of 2021 and Beyond: Starting with the Class of 2021, 
students will only have two pathways to meet the high school 
graduation assessments requirements: 

1.  Pass the ELA 10 and Algebra 1 assessments; or 

2.  The submission by the district of a student portfolio through the 
Department’s portfolio appeals process, assuming the student 
has taken all PARCC assessments associated with the high-school 
level courses for which they were eligible and receives valid 
scores.

The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers (PARCC) online tests were designed to replace the New 
Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJASK) and the New 
Jersey High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA). 

The PARCC assessments measure progress toward New Jersey 
Student Learning Standards. A new test was needed to measure 
the new, more rigorous New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
that are guiding teachers’ instruction in the classroom in English 
language arts and mathematics. These standards focus on the 
skills students need for 21st Century college and career success, 
including critical thinking, analyzing, and problem-solving. The 
PARCC assessments reflect the types of learning experiences in 
which students are now engaged within classrooms every day.

We invite you to visit our District’s Assessment webpage (http://
krsd.org/domain/63) for additional information and parent 
resources regarding the PARCC assessments New Jersey’s high 
school graduation requirements. 

 

HS MID-PERIOD MARKING
Start End Days

S1 9/5/17 2/2/18 90

Mid-Mark 1 11/15/17

S 2 2/5/18 6/22/18 91

Mid-Mark 2 4/17/18

TOTAL DAYS 181

REPORT CARDS
REPORT CARD 1 2/9/18

REPORT CARD 2 6/30/18

 

MS MID-PERIOD MARKING
Start End Days

Q1 9/5/17 11/15/17 45

Mid-Mark 1 10/6/17

Q2 11/16/17 2/2/18 46

Mid-Mark 2 12/20/17

End Semester 1 2/2/18

Q3 2/5/18 4/16/18 45

Mid-Mark 3 3/6/18

Q4 4/17/18 6/19/18 45

Mid-Mark 4 5/17/18

End Semester 2 6/19/18

TOTAL DAYS 181

REPORT CARDS
REPORT CARD 1 11/27/17

REPORT CARD 2 2/9/18

REPORT CARD 3 4/26/18

REPORT CARD 4 6/29/18

http://krsd.org/domain/63
http://krsd.org/domain/63


KINGSWAY PARCC RESULTS ANNOUNCED
At the November Board of Education meeting, Patricia Calandro, 
Chief Academic Officer, and Robert Rosenheim, Data and 
Assessment Supervisor, announced the district-level results of 

PARCC testing from spring 2017. During the presentation, Mr. 
Rosenheim reviewed the comparison of district-level results of 
PARCC testing from spring 2015, spring 2016, and spring 2017. 
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In the presentation to the Board of Education, Ms. Calandro stated, 
“It’s important to recognize that while PARCC is a meaningful 
assessment of student learning that provides useful information 
about a student, New Jersey and Kingsway Regional School District 
have been and remains committed to using multiple metrics in 
assessing student progress. Decisions about student placement in 

the next grade level or course have always been made by school 
districts and should always be fully informed by multiple sources of 
information. Although we will look at ways to utilize PARCC results 
as part of this process, it will never be the sole determination of 
student placement.”

NJSLS - SCIENCE ASSESSMENT 

At the December meeting, the State of New Jersey Board 
of Education approved the NJSLS – Science Assessment. 
This online assessment was created to more accurately 

measure students’ understanding of the New Jersey Student 
Learning Standards - Science (NJSLS - S). This assessment replaces 
the NJASK – Science and the NJ Biology Competency Test, and will 
assess students in grades 5, 8, and 11, as these are considered more 
accurate grade bands to check for understanding 
of science concepts. In spring of 2018, all New 
Jersey school districts will be administering a field 
test of the new science assessments to students in 
grades 5, grade 8 and grade 11. The spring 2019 
administration is expected to be a baseline year of 
the new assessments, and it will reflect feedback 
gathered in the spring 2018 field test. 

To recognize and celebrate the 2017 Computer Science 
Education Week, the STEM Academy invited Rowan’s ACM 
(The Association of Computing & Machinery) and Rowan’s 

ACM-Women to come to its monthly STEM meeting during 
SMART lunch. The ACM Rowan Chapter provides a community 
for the Computer Science students at Rowan as they reach out to 
interested young STEM students in the local areas. They spoke to 

the STEM Academy students about cutting-edge 
technology in their field, and then programed 
LEGO Mindstorm EV3s which are small robots that 
they use to teach students how to program. This 
experience was very valuable for the Kingsway 
Academy students as well as the Rowan students. 

COMPUTER SCIENCE WEEK  

STEM STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN “INTRODUCE A GIRL TO ENGINEERING”

In October, our freshman women in STEM visited ExxonMobil 
where engineers hosted “Introduce a Girl to Engineering” events. 
Students were able to see robotics in action, make bath salts, 

code a mini robot, learn about the mechanics of a car and the 
purpose and chemistry behind the air bag. Students also engaged 

in a marshmallow tower competition using physics concepts. These 
activities were designed to encourage students to pursue careers 
in engineering, promote curiosity among our high school students, 
and particularly help shrink the gender gap in science, technology, 
engineering and related fields.
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BLA AND THE PHILLIES

On December 13, the ninth-grade members of the High 
School’s Business Leadership Academy (BLA) participated in 
an “all access” tour of the Philadelphia Phillies Organization 

to learn the “business” of baseball!

The students toured Citizens Bank Park, which included the Phillies’ 
dugout, locker rooms, batting cages, weight room, executive office 
suites, press box, and media center. The tour was followed by a 
panel discussion with the Vice President of Human Resources and 
other managers representing marketing, sales, player development, 
corporate outreach, and finance. The Q&A session gave students 
a glimpse into the complex business-side of sports, and the 
importance of teamwork within a highly successful organization. 
Students learned there is a wide variety of internships and career 
opportunities available within the franchise, leaving them eager 
to continue their study of the sports industry. A catered lunch 
provided by the Phillies concluded the experience.

2018 DECA COMPETITION 

On January 9, the 30 members of the Kingsway Regional High 
School’s Business Leadership Academy (BLA) competed in 
the 2018 DECA Regional Competition at the Crowne Plaza 

Hotel in Cherry Hill, New Jersey.

Our BLA students, comprising first-year and second-year DECA 
students, have been preparing for this event since the beginning of 
the academic year. Students competed in individual performance 
events before a live panel of judges. They were assigned a role-play 
task scenario, had to prepare a critical analysis as to how they would 
respond to the scenario and, finally, were asked to engage in a 
fifteen-minute interview with the judges where students defended 
their task responses. Students presented on a wide range of topics 
including Business Management, Finance, Hospitality and Tourism, 
and Marketing. 

In the end, 12 Kingsway students qualified for the 2018 DECA New 
Jersey Statewide Competition in Atlantic City.

MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
(Continued from Page 1)

Our January Spotlight Teacher is KRHS English teacher Laura 
Fiorentino, who is known as a master at blending the world of 
writing and the student’s life experiences. School bus driver Patricia 
Bradbury is our staff member in the Spotlight for January. Ms. 
Bradbury is dependable – a critical characteristic – and always has 
a smile for everyone! Read more about these key members of the 
Kingsway team in this issue.

WELCOME NEW COACHES
Speaking of teams - we have two new coaching positions to 
announce! First up is our new head varsity field hockey coach, Dana 
Ott, a KRHS alum. You can read more about Ms. Ott on page 15. 

We also want to announce that Caitlyn Hess has been named 
Kingsway’s new head girls’ spring track coach. Read about Ms. Hess 
on page 15.

This is just a small preview of the information, stories, activities, 
and celebrations of our students, faculty and staff that can be 
found in the pages of this issue of Inside Kingsway! 

Read on!

Dr. James J. Lavender 
Superintendent of Schools
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ANTI-BULLYING CLUB VISITS HARKER

Four Kingsway Regional singers were selected to represent 
Kingsway at the South Jersey Choral Festival. Senior Skylar 
Galati and Freshmen Katherine Baker, Alaina Lieze and Lila 

Swietanski performed with this prestigious ensemble on January 
26th and 27th at The Washington Township Performing Arts Center.

Kingsway High School’s Anti-Bullying Club has established 
a tradition of visiting the Harker Elementary School, where 
high school students teach original mini lessons on the 

importance of taking action against bullying. On November 
30, 2017, twenty-six high school students participated in the 
outreach project by raising awareness with students in grades 
3-5. The interactive mini lessons concluded with an opportunity 

for Harker Elementary 
School students to sign a 
pledge representing their 
commitments to speak up, 
reach out, and be a friend 
in the face of bullying.

COLLEGE AND CAREER WEEK

GOSPEL CHOIR NEWS

On December 
21st, Kingsway’s 
Gospel Choir 

traveled for a return 
engagement performing 
for the Holy Spirit Seniors 
at the Holy Name church 
in Mullica Hill. The group 
performed a variety of 
Spiritual and Holiday 
music for an audience 
of over 100 enthusiastic 
listeners. After the 
performance, the seniors 
enjoyed the chance to 
meet with the singers.

ALL-SOUTH JERSEY BAND

Congratulations to Jit Chatterjee 
and Anthony Chan who were 
selected to the All-South 

Jersey Wind Ensemble, Orchestra 
and Symphonic Band, respectively. 
They took part in a music festival 
and concert performance January 
12th, 13th and 14th, held in 
Rowan University’s Wilson Hall 
with the region’s finest musicians. 
Congratulations to these students on 
this prestigious accomplishment.

KINGSWAY STUDENTS SELECTED FOR 
SOUTH JERSEY CHORUS

In an effort to ensure all students graduate with purpose, 
Kingsway infuses College and Career activities throughout the 
year. During the week of November 13th, students and staff 

participated in activities to increase students college and career 
awareness. A “career scavenger hunt” in the high school, “choose 
your pathway”, and a “guess who” game where Middle school 
students guessed which staff member held a particular job were 
some of the more popular activities. Probably the favorite day for 
students and staff was College Wear Wednesday in which students 
and staff wore college gear and learned about their teachers’ 
college experiences. 
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SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS - SEPTEMBER

Kingsway Regional High School’s Senior of the Month Program 
recognizes the very best of the best in the Senior Class. Only 
two students are selected each month and only twenty 

for the entire year. A committee of teachers, counselors, and 
administrators reviews the credentials of seniors and considers 
academic performance, as well as involvement in extra-curricular 
activities. Students who are selected as Seniors of the Month 
not only exemplify academic excellence but also excellence of 
spirit, dedication, and character. These individuals have proven 
themselves devoted Dragons by participating in numerous sports, 
clubs, and activities throughout their careers at Kingsway Regional 
High School, while also meeting high academic standards. Our 
Seniors of the Month for September 2017 are Alexa Evernham and 
Montgomery Hollis. Alexa is our Student Council Vice-President 

and a leader in the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes. She is 
a varsity soccer and lacrosse 
player. Alexa is also a leader in 
her church’s youth group and 
also coaches youth soccer in 
the summers. Montgomery 
is our Class of 2018 
Secretary and a KRHS Student Ambassador. He has participated 
in Congressman LoBiondo’s Youth Advisory Council. Additionally, 
Montgomery participates in Habitat for Humanity, Interact, Student 
Council, Princeton Model Congress, foreign language club and 
the tennis team. Both Alexa and Montgomery are National Honor 
Society students.

SENIORS OF THE MONTH - SEPTEMBER

Our Seniors of the Month for October 2017 are Kylie Anicic 
and Matthew Miles. Kylie is a member of our student 
council, Habitat for Humanity, and PAWS club. She is a 

standout athlete who currently serves as a captain on our world 
class Cross Country team. Kylie continues to excel on the soccer 
field for her club team, and gives back through her involvement 
in the TOP Soccer program which support special needs students’ 
participation in sports. Matthew is our student council president, 
a KRHS student ambassador, and a member of PAWS. He also runs 
his own tutoring business. Matthew participated this past summer 
in the RAISE program (through Rowan University) targeting 
student leaders pursuing careers in medicine. Both Kylie and 
Matthew lead by example in and out of the classroom, and both 
are National Honor Society students.

SENIORS OF THE MONTH - OCTOBER

From left to right: Mr. Stephenson, Sarah Mason, 
Esmeralda Vazquez, Brooke Ferguson, Joe 
Grandizio, Ms. Conn and Mr. Rosenheim

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS - OCTOBER
From left to right: Mr. Stephenson, Mrs. Bruder, Darrius VanMorter, 
Leilani Collazo, Sophia Koutsoubis, Leilani Collazo, Mrs. DeColli, and 
Ms. Stowman-Burke.

The Spotlight Student Program recognizes one student per grade-level each month for being outstanding students and citizens, 
and for demonstrating the six pillars of character: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship. 
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SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS - NOVEMBER

Our Seniors of the Month for November 2017 are Kendrah 
Cooper and Joseph Grandizio. Kendrah has been a student 
leader since her freshman year, and currently serves as 

the vice president of our senior class. She is also the president 
of our cultures club, a member of student council, a member of 
World Language National Honor Society, and a multi-year student 
ambassador. Kendrah also participates in Students in Action, our 
peer facilitator program, and Model Congress. Additionally, she is a 
volleyball team captain and a member of our spring track team. Joe, 
our Homecoming 2017 King, is the president of our World Language 
National Honor Society, and a member of our STEM academy and 
National Honor Society. He is one of the most decorated runners 
in Kingsway and South Jersey history. He has served as captain of 
our elite cross country team and most recently finished 12th at the 
prestigious Nike Regional meet. Between cross country and track, 

Joseph is a seven-time Gloucester County Champion as a superior 
distance runner. Both Kendrah and Joseph are high character, high 
achieving Dragons who set a positive example for their peers.

SENIORS OF THE MONTH - NOVEMBER

Our Seniors of the Month for December 2017 are Grace 
Fagan and Harry Huder. Grace is a standout softball player 
serving as a team captain for the Dragons; she is also a 

member of an elite travel softball team year-round. Additionally, 
Grace is a four-year member of our student council. In the 
summers, she works as a student counselor in our CER summer 
camp program. Harry is a standout performer in our award-
winning marching band and concert band. For our marching 
band, Harry serves as our mellophone section leader. Harry is 
also a member of both the Tri-M Music Honor Society and the 
World Language National Honor Society. Both Grace and Harry 
are members of Kingsway’s Chapter of the National Honor Society. 
Both are high character, high achieving Dragons who set a positive 
example for their peers.

SENIORS OF THE MONTH - DECEMBER

From left to right: Mr. Stephenson, Mr. Schiff, Ryan Easterling , Haley 
Ford, Riley Larubbio, Mrs. Bruder and Mrs. Hedenberg. Missing from 
photo Russell Aimino

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS - DECEMBER

From left to right: Mr. Cappolina, Mrs. Stowman-Burke, Victoria 
Muhlbaier, Nyah Doaman, Isabella Huhn, Veatriki Nitsolas, Dr. 
Hoffman, and Mr. Stephenson
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HIGH SCHOOL

A team of students 
representing 
Kingsway Regional 

High School recently won 
high honors in this year’s 
WordWright Challenge, a 
national competition for high 
school students requiring 
close reading and analysis 
of many different kinds of 
prose and poetry. Participating with 647 school teams from across 
the country, the school’s twelfth-graders placed eleventh in the 
nation among all teams competing at this grade-level. Kingsway 
students who achieved outstanding individual results included 
seniors Rebecca Quinn (earned a perfect score), Danielle Mellon, 
and Lindsay Mulvenna. More than 65,000 students from 48 states 
participated in the meet. The students were supervised by English 
teacher, Ms. Rebecca Popp.

WORDWRIGHT CHALLENGE

A Kingsway Regional High School 
Delegation of twenty-five strong, 
traveled to Washington, D.C. on 

November 16, to take part in the Princeton 
Model Congress 2017. The overnight field 
trip concluded on November 19 with stellar debate performances 
delivered by Hritik Mehta, Christopher Barbara, Eleni Papadaniil, 
Kirpa Kohli, Morgan Spinner, and Esha Banga. Congratulations to  
all of our Model Congress participants who, under the guidance of 
Mr. Andrew Young, continue to represent Kingsway so well, year 
after year.

PRINCETON MODEL

KINGSWAY AND MIT GRAD SKYPES 
WITH KINGSWAY STUDENTS

A2012 graduate of Kingsway and 2016 graduate of MIT, 
Ms. Janelle Wellons, recently “visited” with our students 
through Skype and shared her amazing experiences 

as a NASA employee working at the Jet Propulsion Lab at Cal 
Tech. Janelle is a member of the NASA team who worked on the 
Cassini space probe mission to Saturn. She shared advice on 
how students can make themselves marketable to schools of the 
caliber of MIT and desirable to employers such as NASA. We are 
incredibly proud of Janelle and appreciate the time she took to 
inspire our current Dragons and future scientists.

KEY CLUB

Kingsway is proud to 
announce that our very 
own Lauren Quadir, 

Class of 2019, was named 
the 2017-2018 Lieutenant 
Governor of Division 4 of 
the New Jersey District of Key Club International. Lauren will be 
overseeing eight additional Key Club chapters across the region. 
We are so proud of Lauren and all of the Kingsway Key Club 
students who are currently in the third year as a chapter.

KRHS JUNIORS TO SERVE ON YOUTH 
ADVISORY COUNCIL

Congratulations to Connor 
Coles and Esmeralda Vazquez 
who have been selected to 

represent Kingsway on Congressman 
Frank LoBiondo’s Youth Advisory 
Council. Consisting of students 
from high schools throughout 
NJ’s 2nd legislative district, the 
Council discusses issues important 
to young leaders and provides them with an opportunity to talk 
about current events facing our nation. Selected students have 
been identified as having an active interest in current affairs 
and government. Connor and Esmeralda will certainly represent 
Kingsway extremely well.

GLSEN’S NO NAME-CALLING WEEK

January 15-19, 2018, was a week 
organized by K-12 educators 
and students to end name-

calling and bullying in schools. 
In recognition and awareness of 
celebrating kindness, Kingsway’s 
Spectrum Club organized a “Proud 
to Be” wall outside of the High School cafeteria for students to 
post labels and names that characterize the positive aspects of the 
diverse identities that make up our school community. Spectrum 
Club works to advocate for rights of LGBT students, but also stands 
up against bullying for all students by creating awareness and 
showing support through encouragement, inspiration and acts  
of kindness.



MIDDLE SCHOOL
The Spotlight Students for each month were chosen by their teachers  

based on their attention to the six pillars of character: 
responsibility, fairness, citizenship, respect, caring, and trustworthiness. 

These students display exemplary character each day at KRMS;  
they have each become leaders within our school. 

D team – Evelyn Kornegay
R team – Amanda Moore
A team – Sinyee Guo 

G team – Pedro Aisa
O team – Olivia Lehman
N team – Breanna Hiles, Hannah Rowe

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS - SEPTEMBER
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SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS - OCTOBER

D team – Jack Arena, Genesis Moore 
R team – Grant Holly
A team – Jackson Busza 

G team – Audrey Pachuta
O team – Austin Curtis
N team – Kyle Kirwin
S team – Claire Mathis



MIDDLE SCHOOL

D team – Ella Stephenson
R team – Caitlyn Hickey
A team – Allison MacFarland , Erin Gray 

G team – Samuel Aregood
O team – Cali Volpe 
N team – Olivia Thomas
 S team – Claire Mathis

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS - NOVEMBER
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SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS - DECEMBER

D team – Christian Torres 
R team – Andrew Doyle
A team – Matthew Simon 

G team – Robert Powers 
O team – Thomas Daley, Alexandra Weatherby
N team – Jack Aregood 



MIDDLE SCHOOL
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Mrs. Nordberg, Mrs. 
Gillespie, Mrs. Marlin, 
and Ms. Pinkham 

envisioned an outdoor 
instructional area, and with 
the help of three generous 
partners, Kingsway Regional 
Middle School was able to 
turn an unused courtyard into 
a student-centered outdoor 
classroom. E.P. Henry donated 
several pallets of pavers for the 
job, and when the opportunity 
arose, the teachers took 
the initiative to design the 
outdoor classroom equipped 
with student centers, a walk 
way, sitting walls, raised 
garden beds, and a teacher 
center. A huge thanks to Pride Custom Concrete who donated 
additional materials for the job and made the vision come together 
beautifully over fall break. We also would like to thank the Kingsway 
Education Foundation for their generous donation. The Foundation 
funded 100% of the project, and it would not have been possible 
without their financial support. Kingsway Regional Middle School 
is eagerly anticipating the warm spring weather when our students 
will be able to reap the benefits of this new outdoor classroom. 

A VISION COMES TO FRUITION

KMS NEWS VISITS KDTV STUDIO

T his past fall, the 
students of KMS 
News ventured 

on a trip over to the 
Kingsway Regional High 
School’s professional 
television studio and 
control room. While 
there, the students saw 
where KDTV comes to 
life. They also got to meet Mr. Ritter, the teacher of the TV/Media 
Production class and advisor to KDTV. The students worked in 
the sound booth, helped with video production, and practiced 
speaking on camera. Seventh-grader Pedro Aisa said, “It was so 
great! There were many computers there with sound and special 
effects.” Another seventh grader, Rebecca Poulson, added, “It was 
my first time in a sound studio. I loved the experience!” Many 
students in KMS News look forward to taking the TV/Media elective 
once they are in high school. All of the KMS News students agreed 
that the hands-on experience of going to the KDTV studio was 
something they would not forget.

STELLAR IN EVERY WAY

Audrey Pachuta is a student 
who has been a shining 
star at Kingsway. In late 

November, Audrey came to Mr. 
Tonelli and wanted to make a 
difference in the community. For 
years she had been visiting local 
hospitals around the holidays 
and delivering holiday cards 
to patients in order to lift their 
spirits. This year she spear-headed an effort for her entire team to 
join in on good deed. The entire G Team constructed holiday cards 
for patients and Audrey delivered them to various hospitals in the 
area around the holidays. Additionally, Audrey won 1st place for an 
essay that she submitted for the local VFW and was recognized on 
December 21st at an award’s dinner. We are extremely proud of this 
talented and compassionate Dragon; she’s a true role model for our 
student body. 

KINGSWAY 2ND IN SOUTH JERSEY 
MATHCOUNTS COMPETITION

In our increasingly technological society, students who do not 
begin developing strong problem-solving, logical thinking and 
analytical abilities in middle school will face an uphill battle later 

in life if they wish to pursue a medical, scientific, mathematical, 
engineering or technical career. As a national math enrichment, 
coaching and competition program designed to improve math 
skills among U.S. students, MATHCOUNTS prepares students for 
future career opportunities and success. More than 6 million 
students across the U.S. have participated in MATHCOUNTS 
programs. The South Jersey program is sponsored by the New 
Jersey Society of Professional Engineers (NJSPE). Leadership at the 
local levels of the MATHCOUNTS Competition Series is provided 
by members of the NJSPE and Lockheed Martin. The National 
Sponsors of MATHCOUNTS are Raytheon Company, Northrop 
Grumman Foundation, U.S. Department of Defense, National 
Society of Professional Engineers, CNA Insurance, Phillips 66, Texas 
Instruments Incorporated, 3Mgives, Art of Problem Solving and 
NextThought. MATHCOUNTS was founded by the National Society 
of Professional 
Engineers, 
National 
Council of 
Teachers of 
Mathematics 
and CNA 
Insurance.
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ATHLETICS KINGSWAY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL  
SPRING ATHLETICS COACHING STAFF

Caitlyn Hess, a biology teacher at KRHS 
since 2011, has been named as the 
new Girls’ Head Spring Track Coach. 

Ms. Hess already has led a resurgence as 
Head Girls’ Cross Country and Boys’ and 
Girls’ Swim Coach. She helped take the Girls’ 
Cross Country team on to their best season 
is school history last year, ending with the 
Nike Nationals in Portland, OR. Under Ms. 
Hess’ guidance, the swim teams have grown 

to become the most successful in school history as well. This year, 
the girls team advanced to the semi-finals in the NJSIAA playoffs 
and the Boys team advanced to the 2nd round of playoffs. They 
qualified for multiple Meet of Champions, the most in school 
history, and student athletes broke various records at almost  
every meet.

Ms. Hess has been an assistant coach for the boys and girls track 
teams for the past five years, in which the programs collectively 
have won six Gloucester County, seven conference, and two South 
Jersey championships.  She graduated with a degree in biology 
from Ramapo College, where she also was a four-year letter winner 
in soccer. She recently earned her Master’s Degree in Educational 
Administration from Rowan University.

AKRHS alum and Dragon Award 
recipient, Dana Ott, has been named 
the new Head Varsity Field Hockey 

Coach. Ms. Ott attended Villanova University 
on a full field hockey scholarship, where she 
earned All Big East and All Region Honors, 
as well as being named to the All-Academic 
Team. While completing her graduate work, 
Ms. Ott served as a field hockey graduate 
assistant at Cabrini University.

Ms. Ott has taught English at KRMS since 2012, and has served as  
an assistant coach in the field hockey program. She has been 
the KRMS field hockey coach the last few years and has done an 
outstanding job.

NEW GIRLS'  
HEAD TRACK COACH NAMED

NEW HEAD  
VARSITY FIELD HOCKEY COACH 

Ms. June Cioffi – Director of Athletics
Mr. Robert Baerman, Jr. – Certified Athletic Trainers

BOYS BASKETBALL
Marcus Robinson, Head

Lamont Robinson, JV

Aaron Crispin, Freshmen

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Felicia Jenkins, Head

Drew Laverty, JV

Farid Syed, Assistant

WRESTLING 
Michael Barikian, Head

Kurt DeWoody, Assistant

Farid Syed, Assistant

WINTER TRACK
Christian Lynch, Head

Mel Carter, Assistant

Jen Becket, P/T Assistant

BOYS SWIMMING
Caitlin Hess, Head

David Dominik, Assistant 

GIRLS SWIMMING
Caitlin Hess, Head

David Dominik, Assistant 

DIVING
Skyler Lindsey, Head

 BOWLING
Mike Mulligan, Head

Colby Kuhn, Assistant 

CHEERLEADING
Colleen Malane, Head
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to our GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM returned from a memorable 
trip to Nationals in Portland, Oregon placing 22nd overall and having an amazing 
experience!

Congratulations to the BOYS & GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY TEAMS & COACHING STAFF 
on their fabulous seasons! The teams swept South Jersey as SJ TIMES TEAMS OF THE 
YEAR

•  Coach Hess & Coach Lynch were named Coaches of the Year
•  Coach Lynch was also named State Coach of the Year
•  Alexis Mullarkey & Joe Grandizio were named SJ Times Runners of the Year!

Marching Band placed 3rd overall at the Atlantic Coast Tournament of Bands and 
also won Best Percussion!

Anthony Chan was awarded a $3000 scholarship for his essay.

TRI COUNTY CONFERENCE 
WINTER SPORTSMANSHIP HONOREES!

 
Kylie Anicic – Winter Track
Jon Connor – Winter Track

Alex Horchuk – Bowling
Rich Jaramillo – Swimming
Jamir Patterson - Basketball

Katie Rob – Bowling
Morgan Robinson – Basketball

Jaylen Shanklin – Wrestling
Julia Valentino – Swimming

QUINN KINNER won the Beast of the East and the Escape the Rock Wrestling 
tournament! The team recently won the Collingswood Tournament! QUINN also 
currently holds the new school record with 147 career wins!

SCHOOL RECORDS BROKEN BY SWIM TEAM!
Abigail Miller - 100 Breaststroke and 100 Free

Olivia Smith - 100 Backstroke and 200 Free
Connor Bowen - 200 Free and 500 Free

Nathan Jess - 100 Free and 100 Breaststroke
Jack Gable -100 Fly

Rich Jaramillo – 100 Backstroke
Abigail Miller, Olivia Smith, Jenna Sprigman and Caroline 

Heino – 200 Medley relay
Abigail J Miller, Olivia Smith, Caroline Heino and Aubrey 

Miller – 200 Free relay
Rich Jaramillo, Jack Gable, Nathan Jess and Connor 
Bowen - 200 Free, 400 Free and 200 Medley relays

ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIPs 

Quinn Kinner- Wrestling- Ohio State University
Alexa Evernham- Girls Lacrosse- Liberty University
Danielle Dominik- Softball- Monmouth University
Grace Fagan- Softball- Mississippi State University
Joel Scerbo- Boys Lacrosse- High Point University 

Ben Pagesy- Boys Lacrosse- Wagner College
Brian Mangiaracina- Boys XC/Track- Edinboro University

Kylie Anicic- Girls Soccer – Temple University
Gavin Watson- Football- Fordham University

Mauri Jackson- Soccer – East Stroudsburg University
Brady Hochman- Soccer – Millersville University
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BOARD OF EDUCATION

JAMES MUELLER, PRESIDENT ...............................................EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP
LAUREN BOERLIN, VICE PRESIDENT ...................................EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP
CHRISTINE COMERFORD ........................................................EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP
DEBORAH CUNNINGHAM..................................................... SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP
MICHELE BLAIR ......................................................................................WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
PAMELA RONEY .....................................................................................WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
MIA RANDAZZO ....................................................................................WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
LISA MORDECAI-DANIEL ....................................................................WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP
JENNIFER CAVALLARO-FROMM............................................ BOROUGH OF SWEDESBORO
FRANK DONNELLY ......................................................................................... LOGAN TOWNSHIP
DR. JAMES LAVENDER ................................................................................... SUPERINTENDENT
JASON SCHIMPF ............................................................................ BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR
PATRICIA CALANDRO ....................................................................CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICER


